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Monumental Mission: Realizing the Vision 


of America’s “Monument to Biodiversity” 
By Laurie A. Wayburn & Randall Beren, The Pacific Forest Trust 


“With towering fir forests, sunlit oak groves, wildflower-strewn meadows, and steep 
canyons, the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument is an ecological wonder... home 
to a spectacular variety of rare and beautiful species of plants and animals, whose 
survival in this region depend upon its continued ecological integrity.” - excerpt from 
Presidential Proclamation, June 9, 2000 


Imagine the Statue of Liberty without her torch and tablet. Envision the Gateway Arch 
in St. Louis rising high into the sky, but not returning to earth. Picture Mount Rushmore 
minus Presidents Roosevelt and Lincoln. If these scenarios were real, these national 
icons would be unmistakably incomplete and tragically flawed. Their visionary impact 
would be a fraction of what it is. 


Luckily, we have no such worries with these American treasures. 


The same, however, cannot be said of the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument (CSNM) 
— the first and only national monument designated specifically for its extraordinary 
biological diversity. 


Unlike the visions of these other national treasures, that of the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument is not yet complete; its promise is not yet fulfilled. 


Recognizing the greater potential of the Monument to fulfill the goal of protecting its 
unique biodiversity, there is a CSNM Planning Area of 85,200 acres. However, the 
actual CSNM, managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), comprises only 
53,000 acres of that total area. Some 40 percent of the Monument Planning Area remains 
unprotected. 


Much of that which is protected is divided in a checkerboard pattern, diminishing the 
effectiveness of the protection provided for species that move across property boundaries. 
And, with increasing intensity, develop- 

ment encroaches all around the CSNM’s CONTENTS 

borders. Its magnificent and myriad 

natural treasures are in real danger of | CGBD WORKING GROUPS....4 


being lost. 
MEMBER NEWS 


America’s Ecological Jewel 


Established in 2000 and officially designated in 2002, the Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument in southern Oregon brings together plants from the high deserts of the 
Great Basin with flora from the wet forests of the Pacific Coast. Over 3500 species 
- many found nowhere else on earth - call the Monument home. Old-growth forests, 
rare alpine meadows and well-forested lower elevation stream and riparian zones are 
among the notable habitats protected in the CSNM. 


The CSNM has extraordinary plant species diversity - which in turn support an amazing 
array of insect life. Some of the most outstanding rare plant species include Greene’s 
Mariposa lilies, Gentner’s fritillaries and Bellinger’s meadowfoam. One hundred twenty 
species of butterfly are found in the CSNM, as well. 


The CSNM also provides critical habitat to several dozen rare, threatened and en- 
dangered animal species. Ranging from humble invertebrates such as the Fredenburg 
pebblesnail to magnificent mammals like wolverines, the Monument is home to an 
impressive array of wildlife including Northern Spotted owls, Peregrine falcons, Pacific 
tree frogs, and redband trout. 


Referred to as “the Galapagos of America,” this region is not only considered outstand- 
ing nationally, but globally. The World Conservation Union has named CSNM one 
of the United States’ seven Areas of Global Botanical Interest and the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) rates it high on their list of the 100 Most Threatened Ecosystems of 
Global Significance. 


Development Poses Threat 


Unfortunately, only 60 percent of the Monument’s total planning area is protected from 
development, owned and managed by the BLM to achieve the Monument’s goals. The 
remaining 40 percent is privately owned and not protected at all under the designation. 
This lack of protection threatens the integrity and purpose of the Monument. 


Many of the lands in the Monument planning area are now up for sale. With each 
sale, subdivision and development that occurs, habitats are degraded and landscapes 
further fragmented. 


With the population of Jackson County growing at two percent a year (double the 
national average) and the neighboring community of Ashland swelling at almost five 
percent a year, residential and commercial developers are actively pursuing the pur- 
chase and development of lands in and around the CSNM. 


If these trends continue, the promise of the CSNM will be broken, its unique treasures 
lost forever. But, while the wholesale dispositions of industrial timber ownerships in 
the Monument Planning Area could accelerate fragmentation and degradation, it also 
could be the very opportunity needed to realize the original vision of the CSNM. 


Connecting the Pieces 


A number of groups - both non-profits and foundations - are working together to 


achieve a different future than that which threatens 
to constrain and compromise the CSNM’s promise. 
Their goal is to realize the vision of a wholly con- 
nected and conserved Monument through using this as 
an opportunity to buy and conserve these tracts. Key 
among these groups are the Soda Mountain Wilder- 
ness Council - foremost champion of the Monument 
- the WWF, the Wilderness Society (TWS) and the 
Pacific Forest Trust (PFT). 


Building on past efforts to document the vital re- 
sources of the CSNM planning area, PFT developed 
a plan to acquire and conserve large tracts of privately 
owned land within the CSNM - through voluntary 
and willing transactions. Through doing so, a more 
cohesive, more fully protected landscape will be 
achieved. When these efforts to protect the most vital 
watersheds, forestlands and habitats are successful, 
the vast majority of the Monument will be preserved 
and managed in accord with the goals set forth in the 
CSNM proclamation. 


In the last nine months, some 2,000 acres have been 
acquired. In July 2005, PFT acquired 1,800 acres of 


private forestlands within the three planning bound- 
aries of the Monument and officially launched its 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument Campaign to 
Complete the Vision. 


These first acquisitions are from American Forest 
Services, a timber management company, and Forest 
Capital Partners, a Timber Investment Management 
Organization (TIMO) that acquired the lands of Boise 
Cascade. The newly conserved lands are in two critical 
areas for biodiversity within the CSNM planning area: 
Jenny Creek and the Soda Mountain crest. 


The 1,240 acres of forestlands, grasslands and riparian 
areas that lie along the Jenny Creek watershed in the 
southern-central region of the Monument connect into 
late successional forest managed by the BLM. Jenny 
Creek is one of the Monument’s most vital features 
due to its outstanding habitats and is home to several 
rare, threatened and endangered species including 
redband trout, Bald and Golden eagles, Peregrine 
falcons, Northern Spotted owls, Cascade frogs and a 
suite of Pebblesnails. 
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Pacific Crest Trail 


The 560 acres 
along the Soda 
Mountain crest 
at the south- 
ern end of the 
Monument 
sit within the 
boundaries of 
the proposed 
Soda Moun- 
tain Wilderness 
Study Area. A 
mixed conifer 
forest with rare 
alpine mead- 
ows, this prop- 
erty connects 
significant portions of old growth forests within the 
CSNM, ensuring these lands will not be further frag- 
mented or developed. 


PFT just acquired 160 additional acres adjacent to 
the proposed Soda Mountain Wilderness Study Area. 
This land was being actively marketed for residential 
development due to its spectacular views, easy access, 
rolling meadows and fir forests. The property is also 
important to retain the potentials for access in some 
of the CSNM’s most visible lands. 


Completing the Vision 


Since securing these roughly 2,000 acres, PFT has 
entered into advanced negotiations with several other 
private landowners. Agreements to acquire and con- 
serve approximately 11,000 additional acres are likely 
to be signed by the summer. 


This work and these acquisitions have been enabled 
through the generosity of anumber of foundations - in- 
cluding members of the CGBD - and private individu- 
als, as well as the PFT itself, through its Conservation 
Capital Fund. Achieving the goal of protecting another 
20 percent of the CSNM - which this next set of 
acquisitions will achieve - is likely to require another 
$15 million. While a significant sum, for the opportu- 
nity to realize the extraordinary opportunity and vision 
that the Monument presents, and ensure the protection 
of this unique national treasure future generations will 
know this was more than worth the effort! 


CGBD WORKING GROUPS 


Health & Environmental Funders Network 


HEEFN wrapped up the year with a conference call 
highlighting and analyzing monitoring reports of 
environmental health in the Gulf Coast. The call, 
“Independent Monitoring in the Gulf Coast: Reports 
from the Field,” was open to funder, NGO, and com- 
munity leaders, and attracted over sixty participants. 
The monitoring reports and data are posted at www. 
ega.org/field. 


Themes emerging from the presentations included: 
There are serious environmental health threats 
throughout communities in the Gulf Coast (including 
high levels of arsenic outdoors, and unprecedented 
mold exposures in indoor environments); there are 
disconnects between recent political “all-clear” sig- 
nals and the monitoring data; and there is a critical 
lack of accessible environmental health information, 
protective safety gear, and assistance in cleanup for 
returning residents and workers. 


A funder matchmaker website has been created to 
minimize barriers between groups in the field actively 
engaged in Gulf Coast work and funders interested in 
supporting them. NGOs may post funding requests 
on the new website, www.ccp.org/forms/new_hur- 
ricane_funding.html. The requests will be posted 
on a password-protected site for viewing by funders 
only. 


As 2006 began, HEFN helped to plan a funders’ 
workshop on green chemistry, led by the CGBD and 
in cooperation with the Environmental Grantmakers 
Association and the Sustainable Agriculture & Food 
Systems Funders. The workshop was convened on 
January 31-February 1 in Washington, DC. Addition- 
ally, HEFN staff and funders 
are preparing two sessions of 
the 2006 annual meeting of 
Grantmakers In Health (GIH), 
one of which promises to bring, 
for the first time, an all-Native 
American panel of speakers to 
a GIH meeting to talk about 
environmental health, justice, 
and healing in indigenous com- 
munities. 


Climate and Energy 


The Climate and Energy Funders Group ended 2005 
by bringing a 20-person funder delegation to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change in Mon- 
treal and beginning planning for the 2006 Annual 
Meeting. The Funders Group Annual Meeting will be 
held in Phoenix, April 27-28 at the Desert Botanical 
Garden. 


At the Climate Convention, the Funders Group learned 
about the negotiations, met with a diverse set of play- 
ers to understand the array of perspectives, and deliv- 
ered the message that funders are committed to moving 
the US to a leadership role in the global transition to 
a clean energy economy. The Funders Group helped 
support the message that the world should not come 
down to the U.S. level of weak “voluntary” measures, 
but should maintain mandatory targets. 


The funders were able to see first hand the importance 
of the state policy advocacy, corporate outreach, 
municipal leader development, and NGO networks 
that they support. The message to funders stressed 
that the Europeans, Japanese, and developing coun- 
tries moved ahead aggressively in Montreal in part 
because they heard from 
other voices from the U.S. 
(such as California gov- 
ernment officials) that pro- 
vided tangible evidence 
that the U.S. is moving 
away from President Bush 
on climate change. The 
Montreal Convention un- 
derscored the Climate & 
Energy Funders’ Strategic 
Framework, which argues 
that to achieve the vision 
- US. leadership in the in- 
ternational arena - we must 
succeed at the states, move 
the private sector, cultivate 
and support broad con- 
stituencies, and ultimately win a federal, mandatory 
cap on greenhouse gases. 


On the policy front, on December 20th seven states 
announced an agreement to implement the Regional 


Greenhouse Gas Initiative, as outlined in a Memo- 
randum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the 
Governors of the participating states. The states that 
agreed to sign the MOU are Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, and 
Vermont. 


Marine 


The Working 
Group contin- 
ues to convene 
monthly con- 
ference calls 
to discuss a 
wide range of 
marine con- 
servation is- 
sues. The late 
October call 
focused on 
federal legis- 
lative initiatives. Lee Crockett of the Marine Fish 
Conservation Network and Ted Morton of Oceana 
briefed members on a variety of legislative initiatives, 
including: the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the impact of 
federal budget proposals on the National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Hurricane Ka- 
trina and fisheries disaster relief, the NOAA Organic 
Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act, offshore 
oil and gas drilling, and coral reef protection. On the 
November call, Mark Spalding of the Ocean Founda- 
tion reported on the Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts 
and Islands meeting, which took place in October in 
Lisbon. 


Plans for the Working Group’s annual winter meeting 
continue to evolve. The program promises to be as 
outstanding as the setting for the meeting, Amber- 
gris Caye in Belize. A list of tentative agenda items 
includes: 


- Developments on key marine conservation issues 
since last February’s working group meeting; 

- Measuring marine ecosystem health; 

- Tools for conservation on the Mesoamerican Reef 
and other regions; 

- Opportunities for funder collaboration in marine 
conservation. 


Land and Freshwater Conservation 


The Working Group continues to convene an ongoing 
series of conference calls for funders supporting the 
fight to preserve the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 
Cindy Shogan of the Alaska Wilderness League, Bill 
Meadows of The Wilderness Society, Gene Karpinski 
of US Public Interest Research Group, and Carl Pope 
of the Sierra Club have all joined funders on recent 
calls. 


In early December following the past three federal 
elections, the Working Group has hosted a briefing 
for funders involved in US public lands conservation. 
A similar post-election briefing was held in 2003, a 
non-election year. Based on results of an email poll of 
members, it appears that the Working Group will once 
again host a public lands briefing after this November’s 
election, date to be determined. 


MEMBER NEWS 


Jack Vanderryn has retired, closing a 14-year career 
as program director and senior fellow at the Moriah 
Fund, where he managed grantmaking in the environ- 
ment and on international development. Jack came to 
Moriah after a distinguished earlier career at the US 
Department of Energy and the US Agency for Inter- 
national Development. Jack helped found the CGBD 
and was president of the board during 1997-2000. 


The Moriah Fund is establishing a fellowship program 
in Jack’s honor, to be managed by the Environmental 
Leadership Program (ELP), to help support a new 
generation of environmental leaders who come from 
diverse backgrounds and have the ability to develop 
broader and more powerful constituencies and involve 
people and organizations that exhibit a diversity of 
racial, ethnic and religious backgrounds. 


Charlotte Hudson has joined The Pew Charitable 
Trusts as an associate for the Lenfest Ocean Program. 
Charlotte comes to the Trusts from Oceana, an oceans 
advocacy nonprofit organization where she utilized her 
background in biology and environmental manage- 
ment to help bridge the information and knowledge 
gap between science and policy. She also performed 
scientific analyses of federal rules and regulations 


governing marine and fisheries issues, translated the 
analyses for policymakers, presented policy positions 
at conferences and served as the scientific advisor for 
fisheries campaigns. 


Prior to Oceana, Charlotte worked at The Ocean 
Law Project where she advised lawyers on scientific 
aspects of fisheries litigation. Charlotte has also per- 
formed field research as a marine mammal assistant 
for the National Marine Fisheries Service and worked 
as a government relations assistant for The Nature 
Conservancy in North Carolina. Charlotte holds a 
bachelor’s of science degree from Davidson College 
and a master of environmental management from 
Duke University’s Nicholas School of the Environ- 
ment. 


Barry Gold, who has been at the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation for the past several years in the 
role of Program Officer for the Science for Oceans 
and Coasts program, has joined the Gordon & Betty 
Moore Foundation to lead its Marine Conservation 
Initiative. At Packard, Barry developed the Founda- 
tion’s ecosystem based management (EBM) program, 
successfully creating an initiative that bridges science 
and conservation. Over the past three years, Barry 
has built the EBM program from an initial concept to 
being recognized as one of the leading EBM efforts 
nationwide. He has made a career out of building 
and implementing new conservation programs that 
incorporate the natural and social sciences, policy, 


law, and practical understanding to achieve conserva- 
tion outcomes. Barry combines “On the Hill’ policy 
experience with “on the ground” field conservation 
experience and now several years as an effective grant 
maker. 


The Harder Foundation has announced the hiring of 
Kay Treakle as Executive Director. As executive di- 
rector of the foundation, Kay will be returning to work 
on western ecosystem conservation strategies, public 
lands and waters projects, and sustainable resource 
use policy. A native of Tacoma, Kay has a degree from 
Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, 
where she studied ecology. 


Kay has been an environmental activist for more than 
25 years, working on a wide range of local, national, 
and global environmental issues. She is completing 
three years of service as a program officer in the 
Environment Program at the Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation, co-managing the Reform of International 
Finance and Trade grant-making portfolio. Prior to the 
Mott Foundation, Kay was the Executive Director of 
a Washington D.C.-based watchdog group, the Bank 
Information Center (BIC), where she monitored the 
environmental and social impacts of World Bank in- 
vestments in developing countries, primarily in Latin 
America. For fifteen years, Kay also served in senior 
management and campaign coordination positions 
for Greenpeace Northwest, and Greenpeace Inter- 
national, and was the national campaign director for 
Greenpeace USA. 


Tim Gray is the new Program Director for the Ivey 
Foundation. Tim obtained an undergraduate degree in 
Biology from Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, 
Ontario in 1987 and a M.Sc. in Botany/Environmental 
Studies from the University of Toronto in 1992. He 
worked as the Executive Director of CPAWS-Wild- 
lands League from 1990 until 2003. From 2003 to 
2005, he worked in the national office of CPAWS, 
both as Director of Boreal Programs and as National 
Conservation Director. 


Tim has knowledge of forest policy development and 
practice through membership on several Ministerial 
Advisory Committees including the Ontario govern- 
ment’s Old Growth Forest Policy Advisory Committee 
and The Ministers Council on Forest Sector Com- 
petitiveness. As a conservation advocate, he acted as 


Co-Chair of the ENGO intervener group in the Ontario 
Timber Class Environmental Assessment and as a partner 
in the Partnership for Public Lands ENGO collaboration 
during Ontario’s Lands for Life land-use planning process. 
He also has experience in the use of market mechanisms 
to reform industry practice through involvement in the 
development of Forest Stewardship Council standards for 
the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence and boreal forest regions 
and through procurement policy development work in 
Central America. 


Kristin Sherwood has joined the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation as Associate Program Officer with 
the Conservation and Science Program. Her work with 
the Foundation is focused on supporting ecosystem- 
based management initiatives, which aim to develop the 
knowledge, tools, and skills needed to sustainably manage 
coastal-marine systems. 


Before joining the Packard Foundation, Kristin worked for 
two years with IUCN-The World Conservation Union’s 
Global Marine Program in Washington, D.C. There she 
worked on issues relevant to coral reef and tropical eco- 
systems, marine protected areas (MPAs), and larger scale 
ocean management. Prior to that, she worked with several 
NGOs in the Asia-Pacific region (Philippines, Palau, and 
Australia) and the Caribbean (Belize), and was involved 
with projects focused on biophysical, socio-economic and 


livelihoods aspects of coastal communities, MPAs and 
coastal area management. 


Kristin holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biology/Marine 
Biology from Virginia Tech/University of Hawaii and 
a Master’s degree in Environmental Resource Man- 
agement from James Cook University in Queensland, 
Australia. 


Walt Reid has been named Director of Conservation 
and Science at the David and Lucile Packard Foun- 
dation. Prior to accepting the director position, Walt 
served as consulting professor at Stanford’s Institute 
for the Environment. He joined the institute after 
creating and directing the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment (MA) from 1998 until 2005. From 1992 
to 1998, Walt was vice president of the World Re- 
sources Institute (WRI) in Washington D.C., where 
he oversaw research programs in economics, climate, 
energy, pollution, biological resources, health, and the 
environment. 


Walt received his Ph.D. in ecology from the University 
of Washington and his bachelor’s degree in zoology 
from University of California at Berkeley. He is the 
author of 87 publications, including five books, on 
ecology, conservation, climate change, environmental 
policy, energy policy, and international development. 
In addition to his illustrious professional career, Walt 
is on the editorial board of three journals, Ecological 
Applications, Ecosystems, and PLoS Biology, and is 
a past member of the Board of the Society for Con- 
servation Biology. 


Terry O’Day has been promoted to Executive Director 
of Environment Now. He has served as the organiza- 
tion’s Chief Operating Officer for the past two years, 
leading the day-to-day operations of Environment 
Now’s programs. Prior to joining Environment Now, 
Terry was president of EV Rental Cars, the only rental 
company in the US that offers only environmentally 
friendly vehicles, such as hybrid, natural gas, and elec- 
tric cars to the general public. Prior to founding EV 
Rental Cars, he conducted business development and 
strategic planning for Edison Enterprises, a subsidiary 
of Edison International. Terry has an MBA from the 
UCLA Anderson School of Management, completed 
the Coro Public Affairs Fellows Program in Los An- 
geles, and received a BA with departmental honors in 
Public Policy at Stanford University. 
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